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The Confederation Hacional det Trabajo 
onal" Federation of Labor’ has 
or sue tty "e ehorn in, the 
Side of ooliticians") for nny years. Sur~ 
facing, and selag drlven underground. per‘ogi- 
tally throughout tts history, Unis federation 
Gf Spantsh anarcho-syndjcalst unions 1s Ye= 
ster last being driven 
fs fascist forces in 1939. 


History 
of Struggle 


by Jess. GoFdon 


This Vibertarian union movement was born 
out of @ combination of a tradition of inde~ 
pendent. communes, dating back to the Mddle 
Ages. and a history of workers’ oppression. 
Th 1510 these two factors led independent 
Spanish unions to conbine their efforts and 
fedorate thanselves into one big union, the 
cnr, 

The one union concept emerged from the os— 
pects of workers" oppression os many Spanish 
Vaborers found themselves: vicitimized by the 
very nature of their york places. Many of 
these places took on tho form of small. shops 
or industries employing anywhere fron five to 
‘one hundred people. In these shops Cas welt 
as in the larger factories] smal] shop bosses 
and/or bosses of work groups exercised contro 
ver workers'conditions and production. Most 
typleally, workers found that this situation 
Vert then’either divided among thenseives or 
their groups, or else too small in general to 
chaTlenge their oppressors. In addition.’ the 
feoling prevailed that emancipation. of at) 
Workers could not take place without control 
Of the means of production and consunptton. 
The enphasis to Join together in one big union 
would enable workers to ‘overcome these prob- 

% _ In the first place 1t gave then a strength 
hin size that atfowed then ta meet these goals 
and to challenge bossisa. {This in turn gave 
Svorkers a feeling of unity thong themselves, 
nicluding the radical position of demanding 
© equal status for woneflalT of which helped 43 

bring an end to squabSfes among the individual 
rnenbers and unions that previously existed. 
© Ang Finatly, this solidarity srovided a plas 
fem on wich to discuss problens at work 
places, anorg individuals, and allowed collec 


Sivist ideas to spread. The enphasis on col 
Jectivization 1s another besfe principle of 
the CHT. 

When factories and industries were co)tecti= 
Vized. many positive changes came about. First, 
Socialization strave to do away with adminis 
trators. thereby freeing huge chunks of capt. 
tal, which when combined with equal ization of 
Wages considerably helped to raise the stand 
aré of Tiving of many fant Ves. In sone utli- 
{ttes and services, collectivized after the 
Revolutfon in duly,1936, rates and fares were 
actually lowered [hot to mention the increase 
in the quality of service]. 

Another factor was the increased maintenance 
and repair work done by the socialized shops 
‘in related works. For example, prior to 1936, 
the percent of maintenance and repairs of 
transportation services done by transportation 
workers in Barcelona (a center of CNT activity) 
Was about 23 of the total work done. Within 
one year of the Revolution this figure jurped 
to 98%, In addition, this unton was able to 
provide free medical'services [clinics and 
fone nursing care] to workers and their fami— 
Ties.2, Needless to say such workers* benefits 
scarcely existed before. In conjunction with 
Collectivization is a third CNT principle, 
that of federation, 

The idee of Federation is simply a systen of 
collaboration betieen local, district, region= 
a] and national associations which share sini= 
Tar concerns. By federating untons [whether 
by mixed trades, or industrially, as was done 
both seperately’and jointly at different tines 
on the CNT's history] at the previously stated 
levels gave the unions the vehicle they needed 
£0 coordinate their efforts for colectiviza- 
tion, comunicate their ideas for policy and 
decision making, and to unite when actions 
needed to be taken on @ broad basis, 
[Comunteations and decision making was. de~ 
Signed to travel upwarcs within the CNT super= 
Structure. Wnile the district, regione] and 
national conferences were enpowered to discuss 
fundemental vhenes on al aspects, they had tc 
Submit proposed agreements tp a referendum 
vote of the individual locals. Even here, to 
insure the maximun fairness, the principles of 
Proportional representation was enbraced by the 
ONT. Tn order that smalt urban and rural col 
Tectives vould not be overvhelned at conferences 
large collectives did not get quite ax many rep= 
Fesentatives as their nunber of members, would 


warrant, 
In addition to these three main principles, 
Garly CNT documents stress the necessity to re 
pain politically unattached to the mainstream 
Of governmental affairs. Politfeal manuever= 
ings were initially seen as being either not 
essential to CNT principles or Ceoming from 
thefr Anarchistic heritage] was Viewed with 
caution. nce tn power one tends to stay tn 
Power and often becones the object of the en- 
Suing struggle. Instead, CNT members dectded 
to act outside of political and pat fanentary 
procedures-__The 1819 Resfonel Congress of 


Satalan Unions stated this position when they. 
Said that trade unions, "...shall always: strug- 
gle in the purely economic field, that is, by 
direct action, untranelled by any poldtical 
or religious prejudice." 


Ihe origins of the CuF can he traced back to 
188 and the International Norkingren's Asso- 
ciation [the First International]. While this 
historic event found among its menbers a Spa 
ish section, the roots of Spanish Anarchism 
Were to be Blanted soon afterwards. linen the 
Queen of Spain was driven into exiie in Tése, 
Wikhi Bakunin took the opportunity. to send 
several enissaries into Spain. Yet credit for 
Spanish Anarchistic tradition is traced back 
to an Italian Anarchist, [and another comrade 
‘Of Bakunin's) Guiseppe Fanelli, Traveling to 
Sarcelona and Madrid, Fanell1, ‘who spoke only 
Tealian and French, met with Spanish workers. 
primarily fanitiar'with the translated works 
of Proudhon. Through an extraordinary feat of 
cross-Hingual comunteations [as none of. the 
Spaniards spoke either Italian or French] 
Fanell1 epnverted many over to Bakunin’s’ doc= 
trines. As George Woodcock wrote, the tines 
ere ripe Jn Spain and Bakunin's message, 

'-: as the very creed for which they had been 
waiting."q Almost immediately Internationals 
‘St newspapers began to appear, sections of 

Internationals appeared in northern Spain and 


by 1670. thete membership had Fesched 15,000. 
Three vears later it had grow to £0,008. 

As the newly formed Spanish Federations ba 
4309 to grow, the government degan to take a 
more serious position tovards tt: at sires 
outlawing the unions, arresting union and an- 
archist leaders en casse, barring meetings. 
ste... All of this was responded to by retsl- 
Tatery strikes and farm burnings which, as one 
Wilght assure. was ansuered by nore repression. 
Suring the 1 


5 and B's Spanish Anarchists 
Eraveled throughout Scain, especially in the 
Northern and southern rurs] areas, spreadiag 
Anarchist. Tdeas as) they went £9 8 recestsve 
Budience. The 1890°s sav a continuance of 
this type of general activity with waves of 
terrorism and reoressions rising and subsiding 


over the years complete with a Spanish vers{on 
of our nn Haymarket affair, happening only 
to years after its American counterper: 

By the turn of the century a trade union re. 
vival was undervay In France, exemplified. and 
anolified by French anarcha-syneicalists. The 
French (dea to revitalize the concept of the 
general strike into a revolutionary strategy 
hag inmediate mass appeal across. the Pyrentes 
£0 the south. Th 1902 the recently, founded 
Federation of Workers of the Spanvah Region 
Supported a strike called by metal workers, in 
Sarcelona which turned into a city-wide strike, 
Unfortunately ‘the strike failed and the moves 
Pent collapsed. It was then transformed. to the 
fural areas of Cadiz and Seville in southem 
Spain. There too the movement was short Tived 
8 farmers living on the edge of starvation 
even when working could not sustain & drawn 
QUE conflict. In France the success oF the 
CST. [the French Confederation of General Nork- 
ers] Ted by anarchists influential in {ts 
hetrarchy, again moved the Spanish workers to 
ont together. In 1907 they forned the syne 
dicalist federation know as Solidaridad 
Sbrera [Workers' Unity]. Th one year the fede 
gration had spread fron Barcelona’ throughout 

atalonia and held its #irst congress. 

Like its predecessors, the success of Sovidar 
{aid Obrera can be measured by the reaction it, 
Evoked fran the state. In 1909 Spain had suf 
fered military losses ‘tn their peremtal seufs 
fies with Morocco. This tine the government 
decided to restack its soldiers from the re- 
serves in Catalonia only. Workers responded 
by calling @ general strike from which it, took 
Soldiers five days to regain control. \ Xnown 
gic Week" nearly two hundred workers 
were killed and fifty churches and convents 
were burned. Once again repressive measures 
were the order of the day. This tine, however 
pared to Strengthen thelr 
Gaute. Meeting in Seville in 1910, represen- 
t Of trade unions [except those sTready 
alsoned with the Socialist UCT, the General 

Srkers Union) gathered to inpress the need fo) 
2 stronger onjentzation and forred the CT, 

Even with ‘ts strong ties to its French 


count OWT differed fn many 
nays. fimediately, and re~ 
Fated, of anarchist leaders 
Orsanizationally, the iT started out by bore 


ing itself on Sindicatos unicos, [1ocal: unfons 


hich seant that each locaTity was to federate 
a1] workers oF all crafts under its banner, 
Whether that be in 2 single factory or an en- 
Tire tom. Thereby acting in a basic Anarch- 
istic principle of the complete social: unit, 
the Sindicatos Unicas were Toosely federated 
Yogether at the regional and eventually at the 
national Tevel. 

‘The OWT so distatned bureaucracy that at 
first it eaintained only one pafd official. 
‘The remainder of its work was done ty volun- 
‘teers delegated by their courades. This was 
possible because the C\T maintained none oF the 
Soctally Beneficial functions that trade unions 
generally adopt, feeling that the basis of 
workers" solidarity was strong enough to pro- 
Wide sufficient protection on all fronts. 


The traditional black and res 
flag of the CNT newspaper. 
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yas full of praise for the strength and unity 
‘Of the workers and even seened headed in that 
direction. Spanish support vas not surprising 
and in fact the CNT was approached by the 3rd 
International to join with then. A group of 
Selegates [headed by Andres Nin and Joaquin 
Maurin, Tater to becone leaders of the Workers" 
Party of Marxist Unity, the POUM] traveled to 
Moscow and there, on their ow, declared the 
confederation's <upport 20 the Comuntst organ= 
‘Tzation. In 1921, antothér syndicalist Teader, 
Angel Pestana retumed from Russia with horror 
Stories about the suppression of Anarchists and 
the fate of the Kronstadt revolt. Though vis 
ably angered the CNT had to wait unt? 1922, 
when 1t resurfaced after a repressive regine 
in Spain fell, to make its complete break with 
the 3rd International official. At the sane 
Eine the CIT decided to. throw its weight be- 
hing the new syndicalist organization, the In- 
temational Korkingnen's Association which was 
being formed in that same year in Berlin. 

The 1920's were historically repressive times 
in Spain and not surprisingly the CNT was fully: 
enbrovied in the struggle. Kithout giving ac- 
Sounts of various acts of repression and Vf0- 
lence, 't is important to note that throughout 
these ‘tines acts by the CNT were for the most 
part retaliatory measures. That 1s, repressions 
against workers and work places were answered 
by strikes. Overt acts against individuals 
were ltkewise responded to by violence tovards 
individuals. In these days armed bodyguards 
Gpistileros] served not only to protect offf- 
clals of the state and certain merbers of the 
bourgeoisie, but were used by then as well to 
Carry out personal reprisals against individe 
uals within the Tabor and political movements. 
Gyn battles in the streets of Spanish cities and 
viTlages were commonplace occurrences. In May, 
1824, the OWT was again dissolved and {ts Sine 
Gicates Unicos were broken up. So effective 
was the dictatorship of Prino de Rivera that 
‘except for an underground skeletal organiza- 
Eon, the CIT did not regroup unt1? Rivera was 
overthrow in 1930. 

During Rivera's regime, @ large [prinarily 
‘gnarchist] contingency fied to France. There 
in 1827 they regrouped and formed the Iberian 
Anarchist Federation. The FAI was established 
primarily as a response to the growing Communist 
Influence in Spain, and to meet the fear thet 
Somunists might cain a foothold in the OWT. 
[ihe FAI, whose menbers were required to be 


Members of the CNT, sought to kees 
tionary goals of the 

these ends [3 Ta Bakunin] FA 
rose to the highest positions in the Ci 
hey weren't tread there], 2s a resul! 
When the CVT once asain emerged in 1930, she 
FAI was firmly interwoven in Its ranks and Its 
hetrarehy and becane its guiding Tight and 
principle force. 

In Aoril. 1931 the king of Spain abdicated 
his throne”in the wake of overvheleing antic 
Ronarchical victories at municipal elections. 
This set the scene for a Republican governeent. 
Evan though doarchists Pad broken their. lon 
Stanging fand oft vocalized] tradition of not 
Voting, they felt that a republic was better, 
than a anarchy and their support was evident 
jn the outeone. ut their support was shores 
}ived as the Git irmediately set out to enon 
strate that it vas not in favor of either a 
Nonarchical or a Republican sovernnent. 

On this issue the 2 


ts Stat was purged out of the OlT.” Later to 
be known as the Treintiseas [for the thirty sup- 
Porters no signed a petition against this ace 
ion] other members withdrew fron te Cn 
eventually tock with them aver 60,000 
Workers. 

To show their apposition to the Republic, the 
CNT staged local strftas throughout Spain Se- 
tween 193) and 1933. At tines these strikes 
became so intense that the government dissolved 
the CNT twice within one year. However. their 
omentum and support vas So strong trat at 
Netther tine did they stop thefr activities or 
even deviate from their daily routines. act 
‘ing in coordination with a strike § 
group of peasants from casas 
detusi 


marched to te local barracks and 
prociained a revolution of land refars known 


45 Communisro Vinertario. even though. the 
government ras about to Segin its own land re 
form program, soldiers and farmers exciianged 


‘shots and when the governnent sent in additfon- 

al troops the farmers raturned to their vil- 

Tage. Troops then surrounded their hones and 
demanded their surrender of arms. When refused 
the soldiers set fire to twenty-five duel] ings 
HiMing thirty people. TNs Incident, and. 
others. [Tike the deporting of convicted strik-” 
ers to Africa] so fnfurfated workers that the 
covernsent: saw 0 alternative but to set up new 
elections and resign. This they did and elece 
Lions were held in April, 1933.g In these elec 
tions the ChT returned £6 thetriold ways. and 
waged a vigorous anti-electoral campaign. This 
resulted in a return to power of right-wing 
forces. Stepping up their tempo, cl strikes 
Became larger and more murerous. In 1936 the 
CNT Joined with the UST and staged an Uprising 
in the northern province of Asturias. the 
Strike was Finally broken after hundreds of 
workers had been 4i7Ted and over nine thousand 
arrested.y 

[By 1936, "the OWT had come to an agreement 

wita left-wing Socialist party leaders that 
their electoral suonort would bring about an 
amesty for political prisoners. Under those 
Sonditions CiT nenbers went’ to the polis in feb- 
fuary of that year and brought victory 20 the 
Side they had kept from gaining pover three 

J years earlier. flow with their rants swelling 
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The jotkncing aptections give some ides of 
hat happeting atte toe EA cnday. The out 
is from coe May 776 Tees cedek Honker, the non 
Cety popes of the WE —See Tedabteaer orton 
24 the Mons The aetection ctacl{ 4 discite- 
Cd ftom = mambo of eamechist press sources. 


According to sources te Spain, the CHT is 
currently rebeflgies the organizational struc- 
ture that Broke dows duriog the "SOs and 60's. 
In Valencia, the lacaT ONT ie the town of Ali 
Conte tssued a newspaper, Smancer, which Ted to 
the reforming =f the Gxt Kagional Confederation 
of Valencia. made up of render of CIT local 
unions and federations. Seancer renains the 
Journal of the Aagional Coefederation.. In the 
Central Caststte Aegon, the Regional Confeder- 
tion tele « Congress ts dumoory attended by 
300 delegates: ‘cestrat and largest Toca) 
federation te the region fs Madrid, where the 
regions} jours}, a5 well as the journal of the 
local federation and Constrsccion, the aagazine 
Of the Madrid Constraction Sorters Union (C\T) 
are published. The Madrig Federation 1s made 
up of TE local artons. The CatsTonian Federa- 
‘tion, the eldest and largest of the regionals, 
held's Congress attended by 700 delegates in 
Barcelona gm Febrasry 29h The largest of the 
Cataloniae OX arlene tz Sts Textile Workers 
Union. We aniiy Rave contiraes tnfornation 
about ts strikes ersantzed specifically by the 
OMT tm the Bast year= a strike of 500 truck 
drivers $e Mari, anf x Toca? general strike 
in the fextthe cester of Sabadell in Catalonia, 
fear Sarcelons. Sewmver, sect major strikes in 
‘Spain are either spastancoss or called by coal 
{tions of weions. ORT menbers cid take part in 
the age construction werters'strite in Madrid. 
‘Tats ts far from the wecle Story of the CAT 
today, Tt x etfticslt t= get information out 


THE C.N.T. TODA' 


Sister parties in other countries, the CNT has 
no major source of outside funds.” AT] those 
who support free unionism in Spain--al}, those 
who would Tike to help the cause of revolution 
ary unfonism-- send as much as you can spare 
and a little more ta the Spanish Fighting Fund 
care of the Til General Defense Conmttee. 
Local 2, PO Box 306, Station E, Toronto é) 
Ontario, Canada. 


. 
The next seLeecion was nepeinked tn the uty 
ike monthly Sateen Geoete eho eae 
dem ate Oaoncene, whcok ha 
Sotccapondene pneAE at The Cohwention, 


On February 29th in Barcelona, the Confeders] 
Assembly of Catalonia convened with 400 dele 
gates elected by their unions, representatives 
Of the Regional Confederations of Madrid (Cen- 
tral Castile) and the Levante, and observers 
from the Union Gereral des Trajabadores (Gen- 
era] Unton of Morkers: UGT, smaller than the 
GAT and under Soctalist Party control). The 
delegates represented C\T unions in the follow 
industries: health care, banking, teach= 
‘ing, textiles, metal working, and conétruction. 


piScusson was on three aata points: revising 

she argentaztiongl structure of the CNTs the 

Sonition of the EXT on the probles of Tabor 

Seity acd diversity; and a course of action for 

for the cAt in the current sTtuation. 

ne decisions on the first point were 

1) Organization oF te ONT stall be by Job sec- 
thes (anton section for each Job). 

2) tneat federations of nfons wit be esta? 
1oShee'sovueich wilt be sfftTtated neighbor- 
Ned comatevees whch sfTI be apen To stud 
tis and Other pon-cage workers. 

a) fab sections will be feseratea by industry. 

8 ievterdinution comission wilt be create. 
on She, second potne, geseral-opinion was far 

unin tity onthe joB, as with the GXT-UST 

stitance in Vatencta. rs 

Discussion on the third potnt was not Fafsh= 
ed-for lect of tee. 

sfenkors vo the assembly tole of mumeross 
workers and groups of workers who recently were 
hostile to the union form of orcanjzetion and 
ast fad ahenselves afFilfeted with the CT, 
ne Ellivay praised oe 2 anion free of the dic~ 

Utes of Elvil dar exiles.” Ss one delegate 

Srasent. seid ‘He ink that the OWT can 

Sopesl coat Tocependenc milseancs who accept 

divect gction on the Job and anci-parttanertar- 

fantse (gpposttion fo. tating pert in electoral 
peliticahe ana wie refuse sitfences with the 

Paling clase 2 Jofm fe." 


aE rece elition of the 
Se Sees 
eae. 8 


The {olfoving <1 by an American who had Geen 
draveling eqnbeer thes year in Spain. Judeing 
Shon other reports, OW activities are mick 
ote widespread than the axcicte ould indicate. 


narchism in Spain 90 onger enjoys the-pos- 
ition {e held before the Civil Mar. Soctalists, 
Communists, Havists and Trotskyists 21] wield 
ore organizational weight. Yet anarchism is 
Still Important, mainly as an influence on, and 
Within, the other leftist organizations, but 
also ai a movenent in its own right. 

Why are the anarchists so comparatively weak 
in Spain today? Sone would point to the incred- 
ible repression visited on anarchists by Franco 
(20 successive National Councils of the CVT 
were arrested between 1942 and 1960), and oth- 
ers con claim, with reason, that much blame 
ust be Taid with the Stalinists and the re- 
pression they exercised during the Civil War. 
But a.number of younger anarchists, sympathetic 
to the ONT, fecl it was Its failure to adapt 


‘Tine 28 changing conditions that Ted to its 
dectine. 
This continuing difficulty can be seen in the 


present split babveen the old tine anarchists 
Sha the So-called’ anerchist-freaks who are very 
SJeoethetic to the lew Left and the viewpoint 
Sf such figures as Dansel and Gabriel Cahn 
Etgdst. ‘shore are-a significant numer of 
prorctist freaks, and almost a1} young a] 
ants ‘rom every sarsy nave been TrfTuenced, 3 
enst soperfictariy, by tein postsions. 

Sing with the redrgantzation of the ONT, @ 
upper of collectives have Bean formed $0 
Sphead anarchist saeology (Tike the old Feder= 
Seton ssarqutssa loerice). for now trey are 
Sis yocal, such ae the Peceracion snarauista 
de farceloga, or the federacton ararquista de 
etencia, bud $e se expectes onat in the future 
the FAL wil] be reformed a8 well 

Sor sone tine there have bean active anar- 
chist collectives involved 1 armed strussle, 
Stperaliy they are concerned with bank exste~ 
srisvion so nelp support strikes, 

have steo neard above # pect fidtcanaroh)st 
oroupy Sovtarsane Corer (dorkers' Seliaariy). 
Sea’ nebwork sfniler to FHB, called “Coordina- 
dora collective’ but 1 know’o particulars. 


(Freedom 4/3/76) 
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JWW and Workers’ 
Seli-Managed Society 


by hat Hong 


instrument of oppression and that the state 
should be abolished. They stress the func- 

tion of productive iabor and regard the trade 
union as the essential unit of production and 


Anarchists and other radicals seeking 2 labor 
‘organization with which to affiliate in the US 
WITT be initially discourages as they view the 
Organized labor scene. the predominant labor 
unions in this country are more Interested in 
Managing and manipulating workers for. the cap- 
italist omers of industry than engasing sn 
class struggle with a revolutionary solution 
in mind (for exanple, workers selF-managerer 
The Tabor unton "leaders" have succubed to 
tthe temptation of persona) power and wealth. 
These labor leaders are a "respectable" bunch 
AFL-CIO and Teamster bureaucrats receive in= 
cowies and benefits that equal those of "cal 
tains of industry". They mingle well with 
Inenbers of the ruling class, fron presidents 
to mafia chiefs to CTA higher-up 

This privileged labor bureaucracy has Te 
organized Tabor in a retreat from the funds 
ental question of lho will ow and contro} 
‘the meant of production=--the capitalists, 
the absolutist party, the stace capitalists, 
oF the workers and producers thenselves? For 
some time, the Tabor “leaders” have been con- 
tent to try to get a 1/ttle more out of the 
Present arrangenent, with gradual wage gains , 
(nullified by inflation) rather than chalienge 
existing social relations. 

There 15 one unfon. however, that hes remain 
ed militant and pas fot abandoned its vision 
af a Socialized, self-managed society of work— 
érs. It ts the syndicalist Industrial Workers 
of_the World, 

The Columbia Encyctopedia's entry on “syn= 
dicalisn” reads in part, $ "includes both 3 
plan for reorganizing society and a strategy 
Of revolutionary action for the overthrow of 
the existing one. Like ansrachists, synaical— 
ists believe that any form of the stats is an 


of government. In mative, the work of the 
Unions would be soctalistte for use, not for 
profit... In the United States the chief 
Syndicalist organization was/is the Industrial 
Workers of the World, whieh flourished early 
tn the 20th century, ‘but. was virtually extine 
quished after the First World War by govern 
ment suppression...” 


The -W-M. was formed in Chicago in 1905 as 
4 radical aiternative to the consefvative Ane 
erican Federation of Labor, The founders of 
‘the organization (which included anarcht st 
Lucy Parsons and labor organizers Mother Jones 
‘nd Eugene Debs) saw the need for a combative 
Linton of workers organized by industry, not 
ty craft: AIL workers in each Industry would 
be united in one union in order to provide 
solidarity {h the face of the increasing con- 
centration of wealth and power 4n the hands 
of big capitalists. 

The T.W.W. fron the start was a class con= 
Scfous organization, stating in {ts preanble, 
"The working class and the employing class 
have nothing fn comron, There can be no peace 
50, Tong as hunger and want are found among 
miTMons of Working people and the few, wha 
make up the enploying class, have al] the good 
things of Hfe." The union ’engaged {n activ- 
ity with long range views of expropriating 
this employing class, socializing production 
and consuaption oy workers who would contro? 
and coordinate economic Tife, The union's 
industr{a1 structure was the neans for the 
workers’ management of the future socfety and 
as the union grew ft was "building the new 
society in the shel] of the old." In choceing 
to create the organizationa) farms of the new 


soctety in the process of destroying the priv- 
FYeges and oppressions of the old one, tt re 
Jected both the political toad (which ‘sought 
to capture state power) and the timid, con 
promising role (a 2a A.F. of L.) which bare 
gained merely for higher wages. 


The I.W.W, was the First Tabor organization 
that Included both skilled and unski ied 
Workers, men and wonen. Ang workers of a1] 
races and ethnic Backgrounds,” It was an open 
working class organization that refused to 
Indulge fn divisive sexual, racial, or rela 
Eve privitege prejudices that the ouners used 
to divide the work force 


The unton vas largely responsible for the 
increased occurrence and intensity of worker= 
oimer clashes in the early 20th century, ts 
refusal to depend on politicians and T#g{sta- 
tion resulted in the development of creative, 
self-reliant tactics. Direct action, boycotts, 
agitation and propaganda. the withdrawal of 
efficiency (sabotage), the sit-down strike, 
and civil disobedience were among’ the union's 
innovative methods of struggle, slong with the 
traditional strike. 

An example of T.iiW. tactics 15 the Free 
Speech Fights {t conducted between 1907 and 
T916. Local officfats and owners conspired 
in mony cities to stop the organizing efforts 
of the union Sy outlawing soup-toxing, which 
L.W.M. organizers used extensively in spread- 
ing the One Big Unien. The unton membership 
‘responded by descending on the city, breaking 
the Taw in droves, and fitting the JaiTs be- 
yond capacity. City budgets became so strain- 
‘ed from the expense of keeping hundreds of 


LM. mi Incarcerated, that the city 
Governments vere forced tn withdraw the offend 
ing ordinance, nother exanple oF the union's 
tactics occurred im the Northwest where Tun- 
berdacks unsuccessfully struck to force the 
lunber barons to accept. she elght-hour work 
Gay. Returning to the Job, the lunerdacks 
Won the eight-hour day through direct action, 
Every day after 8 hours of work they al] 
Stopped working--an action the bosses were 
powerless to stop, 

Naturally, the {H.W vas not well Tiked 
by the owners ana the state.” By 1912 its, 
Inembership had grow to 100,000 and its activ 
ittes spanned the Tength and breadth of tne 
country and extended ‘nto other countries as 
Well. In the U.S. Tavs were enacted specr 
ifically aimed at destraying the union. 
Hany states. passed criminal synaicalisn ays 
(which are sti11 on the books and have Tatel: 
Been used against the American Indian liove- 
ment). Gut it wasn't unti] World War 1, hen 
‘the unton took an anti-nilttarist. position, 
‘encouraged resistance to conscription, and 
refused to “oatriotically" suspend the cl 
ar et hone, that vholesate suppression of 
the orgentzation took place. feross the 
Country 1.W.Ui. offices were ralded. Their 
contents were confiscated by the gavernne? t 
And hundreds of menbors were convicted and 
Sentenced to tong prison terns... In chicago 
lone, 93 T.W.W.ers ware convicted ‘in one 
trial’ sentenced to 10 to 20 years esch and 
fined 82,870,000. 


The war suporession of the union, and the 
general suppression of the Left folloving the 
war created hardships and a decline fn 1-W.W. 
fmonbership. Th 1926-27 the T.W.M. Ted a 
strike of 10,000 miners 4n Colorado and 1 
Grgan{zed the YormeT plant in Austin, tinn 
esota in the 30's, 

‘uring the Spanish Civil War and Social Rev 
Slution, the T.W.W. supported the enarcho- 
syndicallst union, ‘the cir, and maintained 
friendly relations with the FA (Iberian Fed= 
gration of Anarchists). The unfon had a specr 
Jal assessment of its menbers to contribute 


funds to the CNT during the confliee and many 
Frenbers fought with the CHT forces In SnaiH 


After WW IT the T-W.W. was placed on the 
Attorney General's Suiversive’ List and in 1947 
‘the union refused on orinciale to stan the 
anti-Comunist Taft-Hartley Act. The T-W.W. 
barely survived the cold war and the rise of 
Feaction and apathy during the lictarthy years. 
The sixties witnessed 0 modest revival for 

‘the union. Today it has a renbership of 
abproxinately 1000 (both regular and irreguTar 
dues payers) and publishes a nonthly newspaper, 
the Industrial Worker, with a circulation of 
over 2000. Tis strenath at present les. in @ 
dozen worker self-managed print shops and 
ather cooperative entersrises (butcher shop 
politicat-nuste-book stores, a New Haven bullde 
ing colective called the Wobbly Ladder Con- 
Struction Company, etc.) Nany menbers are 
active militants in the rank ond file movenents 
inthe more conservative unions. 

The T.W.Ml reneins international 41) menber= 
ahip and activity. It has menbers in Suedens 
Great Britain, Guan, Canada, and ustralse, 
Recently, one union nanber disappeared and is 
thought £1 110d wirite accompanying queri11a 
fighters opposing the Nlareos dictatorshig, in 
the Philipines. Another menber vas surdered 
in Chile following the fascist military. coup. 
Again, as in the 730s, the union 1s aiding the 
Spanish CvT as it begins reconstructing itself 
After decades of Franco's bitter repression. 

For more information on the T-W.W., read 
Rebel Voices. edited by Joyce Kornbiuh (U. of 
RichTgan Press, Ann Arbor 1964). To contact 
the union directly (they have Titerature avatt- 
able) or to subscribe to the Industrial Worker 
($2.50 2 year) write T.W.W.. 752 West Webster, 
Avenue, Chicago, 111inots 60614. 


On Anarchist Com 


We are comunists. But our communist 
js not that of the authoritarian school: 
Te Te onarchist communism, communism 
Mithout governnent, free cormunism. Tt 
Yea synthesis. of she two chiet aims 
pursued by humanity since the dawn OF 
Nee nistery--econonic freedom and pol 
itieal freedom... 


“The means of production ond of sat= 
istaction of all needs of soctety have 
been created by the comion efforts of 
AIT, must. be at the dispose! of a1! 

The private appropriation of requisites 
Tor production 1s neither Just nor ben= 
Gficial. AVl must be placed on zhe 

Sune foating es producers and consumers 
GFtcalth..... Connon possession of the 
necessities of production impltes, the 
Connon ensoyment of the frutts of the 
Common productions ond we consider that 
Gn equitable organization of society 
ton only avise when every wage-systen 
3" abandoned, and when everybody » con= 
Eributing for the corsion welT-being to 
the full extent of his capacities, shell 
tnjoy also fron the comion stock of scc~ 
faty to the fullest possible extent ov 
his neods.... 


Eachveconon{c phase of Vite inplies 
fits om political phases and (t 18, fin 
possiste to touch the very basis of the 
Gretent economic ife--orivate property= 
Wenout & corresponding. change inthe 
ory pasts of the porftical organ{ze= 
Yon. Life already. shows tn which i= 
rection the change wit7 be made. NOt 
Th increasing the powers of the State, 
pur ti resorting to free. organization 
and free federation in atl those bran 
‘ches winfch are now considered os 
attributes of the State. 


h hropetiin's Revolution 
(eurvork, 13277 


KROPOTKAN, from "Anarchist, Communist 
ary Panpm ets 


munism On Anarcho-Syndicalism 


Hodern Anarcho-Syndicalism is a direct. con- 
tingation of those social esvirations which 
Took shape in the beson of the First Inter 
national-ind whieh (ere sest, understood and 
fost strongly hele by whe Tiuerterian wing 
of the great workers’ aT Tence.. 

gly in the realm of the econoliy are the 
wrkers able £0 disslay their full social 

for it {a thelr activity x produc~ 

eds torah che whole social 
Structure, and guarantees the existence of 
society ab 11 br the Anareho-Syndical~ 
Het ene trade ution ts...the seed of the 
Uveitis econory af the future, the elenen= 
Tary school of Socialis (n general... The 
trede union, the synclcete, 1s the unified 
Sroantzutier of Tabor and has for 1ts,pur= 
Sore the defence of the interests of the 
Groducers \ithin existing society and the 
presaring for and the sractical carrying out 
Gf the reconstruction of soctal life after: 
the pattern of Soctaltsn.... 

Fre orgenzation of Anarcho-syndt cal tan 
4s based on the principles of Federaltsm, on 
tree conbinatten, fron balow uoward, putting 
the right of self-ceternination of every: Nes 
hove everything else and recogntzing only 
the orcente agreenant of all on the basis of 
Tike dnturests, and coimon convictions... 

Rrarcho-synesealists ave convinced that a 
socialise econonfe nvar cannot be created 
ty the decraes and statutes of a government 
but only by the solfidaytc collaboration of 
the norkers with hand pt drain ff) each special 
branch of production; thut 15, through the 
toting over of the management of alt plants 
fy the nroducers themselves under such for”) 
That the senarate srouss.., carry on aroduction 
and the distribution of the sroducts tn the 
interest of the eoreuntty on the basis of 
free mutual sevuenent. 


AUDOLE ROCKER, fro" Ararcho-Syndical ish 
it aR 


5 are from The Anarchist, 
Sen Dolgaft 


taxes 
part 


The lasc tome of Sot of Li 

reatsting the phone tax 

ith Minoesoca var Tae 
‘Attorsative und, Ds 


cy dente vith 


ishing che tnformacion s« 

tele 

Tie Phone Tax Se by fac eh 

of Tax fi i Inst year the phone eax 
“S. goverment $2 btllien ($25 

million of that vas pald by Mincesotans ). A 

fact which helps encourage peopie 

fnus feel that thelr 


ta response to local pene in resistance tie 

Us" bas seaetinee ented people nee socortocs 

ecole hare bees ltietiel Poe, 

Sotieues Corer a 

sone fave gotcentirel sot ices beste settee 

Feetent Tus poiey on shone tar etlscetoe ft 

Scere ae 

Resasance witch vas potter ta Os 

7 ines ce ie taceattee 
hs wctt peebelly Se ter to cottcer 
our tefutea plone eaey unless sor 
Vive Setneca ear sofund dette 
2uay cook coligetie aoeies (Pa 
atovne enceeged ts Sov fhe Uinke 
the sine ab for inca tant Te 
Ioasatton tay geoveied Sf ine ae Ts 
coprae: Ins fe set cebestea ty 


ebrvary 


Hang 
up on 


by Margaret Hastings 


smount, but Lc te apparently high 
‘enough "to exclude most Ladividval 
accounts from collection. Howe! 
you viIL stéit get TS nocie; 
they vill collece 

Areooe tax refunds: 


ise conference held tq 
Prtl and partiefpaced tn the 
workshop about War Tex Resistance 

Nelson conducte: 


Publisted. Sn hae 


rations a year to alere 


saber of people on the phone 
ition abd the sunber of peaple 
@ Alternative Fund has bad a slow fac 


MINNESOTA 


war AX 
RESISTANCE 


reeks anid velter up possible proposals con 
Earning viat groip to give mohey to and hoy 
hich; ( Any senber of tie Alternacive Jtuné can 
he en the Geant Propoval Committee: 1 present 
Ty has five membara.) The proposal ts chen sone 
cut to Alternacive Fund members for approval 
Ke present, the pottey Ce that Lf no one ob= 
ducts in two weeks the grant will be given out 
ley that the fwd Sa Mgger, vendere should 
gonslder changing this procedure an Lt ney be 
fia oversatringent roquLeonent. At present, It 
taken oply one perion's objaceton to atop’ a 
proposal or have 4 reconsivered. 1 te dtftt~ 
DuLe CO eeeolve this partlevlar eituation. 


The Ateernactve fund's purpove ie to put mor 
{ote seclal change and good noctal services, 
For example day care centers and senior clti= 
ran progranas Tn one Xinieaaca town there 14 a 
Seniue citinen center whieh is having # very 
AiceLeute ese yes money, Last year they hae 
to close for a couple af aonthe In the winter 
hecauue they could not pay heating bits. A 
Beane going for ponething Like that makes the 
potnt that {1 you didnt have woney going for 
wars, You would aot have Utege Like thet hap= 
peat 

Money from ee lage yeast vent for one 860 

tous Cleket to Pladeipisa for tha Tuly deh 
Goatieion, $25 10 the Continental Kalk, and 
$100 0 the liarriet Twhnan Shelter for'wonen. 


People Anvolved fn War Tax Restxcance cange 
from 25 to 60 yeara of age with the average 

age being about 35. they have diverse political 
wees yet liave Tar Resistance aa a comfon tame 


Mose people refustag to pay taxes have not boon 
confronted with serious problens. Six years 
fago tuo Minnesotans were csarged with jek 


falsitleatt 


one patd the tax and the otter 
person, who refused to pay, had the cax vaid 
By an anonymous donor. Four years ago carole 
fataon did ten days in Jail for rerusing co 
five faformation about her assets. Sines then 
She hae recteved phone calle overy spring Eros 


the 1S teying to get lier to cooperate-sie 
refuses. Last year former Stace tep, Nall O}ab 
‘as pot on probation and fined $10,000 

Tor not {iling atate of federal tax xoturss 

af a protest against the Trdockinn Yar. 

ThEs Nappened 1a spite oF the fact thas he di 
later Fite and pay lite taxes. 


Hocenely, Oxin Doty was charged witty "Aeeautey 
a Federal éficer" wien INS agents atcenpted U 
Seige his car aa partial payment of resisted 
Te ahould be emphasised thar the vase anjoriey 
of income tax rentuters are never seriously 
Sonfronted wleh auch aerious Legal ditfloulttet 


Tf poople ace interested 1n or have questions 
ont War Tax laasatance and/or The Alternaelw 
und eal 871-1817 or 871-8035 oF write Minn 
enota Nar Tax Reagetance / Alcernacive Fund, 
122M, Franlelin, Mpl, M-, 55404.Counselitig 
{+ provided rnd’ vefertal tO artorntes are made 
when necessary. All worke {4 done by volunteers 
imu people who wlah to help dnittace projects | 
Siler Neue are velcone- Money Ls needed for 
suppltes and to cover mailing cout. Miey are 
‘eipful, friendly people and’ any contetbucton 
would be appreetaced 


POLORARARGR ORO 


FOLRG SEREES 


NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD TWIN CITIES, CHAPTER 
FUND-RAISING CHARLIE CHAPLIN FILM SERIES 


The Gotd Rush (1925) & The idle Class (1921) 
Friday, July 23 
The Greet Dictator (1940) Friday, July 90 


Fite show at 7:20 and 9:30 om ot the 
tniversityof Minnesota West Bank Auditorium. 
Adnission $2.00. 


OOO CREPE DROPI GIGS 
a4 


continental walk: 
NONVIOLENCE AND 


DISARMAMENT 


Cabésonéa Gt January. ty 42 : 
neached Saténas, Kansas and ieee end <n taal 
Tngton, D.C. soneture in dotober, There ant 
fa number of Seeder manckes foini 

he win week one major seam 

put the South. the parttetpants 
Segment have atready been a 
dome menna phony chitages while some other 
laters have been arrested on civil a 
obedicnee charges. 


Qn duly Tath the local section of the Contin 
ental Kalk for Disarmament and Social dustice 
will start on the walk to Chicago after an nour 
Vigil in front of StiTIvater State Prison. The 
Vigil, Tike the walk 

the problens of Institutionalized violence, We 
are eeking alternatives to such violence by 
Dointing out that the allocation of eneray and 
financial resources to more creative solutions 
to common problens #3 a necessary first step. 


by. Tom Smit 


The purposes of the walk are as foTTons: 

I)te raise the issue of untiateral disarmament , 
as a first step toward pushing disarmege to 
the top of the public agenda; 

2}to educate about nonviolent resistance as a 
means superior to arnarents in defense oF 
ail peoptes 

43)to demonstrate how our global and domestic 
‘economic problens are interconnected with 
nilvtarism and the causes of war, and how 
solutions ta these problems must include 
dealing with sexism and ractam: 

4)to recast the significance of the Bicenten- 
nial in the Tight of the arms race and 
related problens: 

5}t0 encourage coaperation anang people working 
for peace, social change and sexual, racial 
and economic justices 

6)te Tisten to the voices of people across the 
country who suffer because we have not disarm 
ed: to seek ways to help their voices be 
heard at the local, state and national levels: 
we Wil epllect grievances fron people for 
presentation to government officials; 

7)e0 encourage a renewal of denonstrations and 

ified action around the world and even- 
tustly around the world on the Issue of ais 
arsanent 


Since 1986 the nations of the world have 
spent $2.5 trillion for ‘nilitary security." 
According to anarzicle in the Minneapolis 
Tribune on 3/1/76, world military spending ap- 
‘proached $200 bilfion in 1975. The US accounts 
for aver 1/3 of all miTitary expenditure an 
the planet. Obviously, had Norlé War 12 ter- 
inated warfare as a problen-solving method, 
great amounts of money could have been devoted 
ib problens of feeding the hungry, housing the 


elf. seeks to point ove homeless, cleching those in need, providing ad- 


equate nedical care for the sick and injured, 
and educating people to alternatives to\vio~ 
Tence. It #5 clear, however, that 2 pugnacious 
and competi tive consciousness prevented such 
creative alternatives from being realized. A 


Bey 


comparison of arms expenditure with other bud 
Gerartorities reveals the nature of current 
devernnent commitments. The UN World Food 
Seugram, for instance, has an annual budget 
Uiieh the US Dept. of Defense outspends every 
1 hours. In 1972, world expendi tures: far pub 
}ic education averaged S168 per school age 
thilds world military expenditures were $10,805 
per soldier. That same year, worldwide milt= 
rary research. and development. consumed $25, 

_ tition, wile medical: research received only, 
{Te pitiign; total worldwide government, expend) 
fures on health care are only half as large. as 
Aititary expenditures. Employment. studies in 
The Us consistently indicate that. military 
Tending yields far fewer Jobs per dolar than 
Ginost any other form of governennt spending. 
This nakes {t clear that what. the people of the 
Morid face 1s 2 "guns or butter” choice. When 


wer thoose arms, we are demanding that some peo~ 
ple must starve, some ge homeless, some go Un 
Protned, sone. go without medical care, and oth= 
ers rengin ii7iterate. Obviously, the choice 


fo arm is the cholce of an oppressor rather 
thon a liberator, for nen used, weaponry re 
Suits th deoth and destruction, not Vife and 
Creative constructive employment: 

x, 


f-we are sincerely interested in Anprovin 
ui 1Se SF the sassey oF people, then we must 
folton a course which wit result fn greater 

Ste tng Tiberty, not sn desth by nuctear five 
and radiation. fe 'can achieve our purposes by 


organizing ourseTves as a people to bring pres 
Sure on the nuclear armed terrorists of this 
world by taking to the streets ith public edu: 
“etlon campaigns designed to raise the con 
Ectousness of the oppressors as well as the 
Sopreszed, Healing the alienation and division 
Trour society by creating @ public debate a- 
bout policy with regard to nuclear weaponry. 
ig possible through increased conmunication. 
By breaking the silence with discussion of the 
teal iesues we as a people are ‘confronted with 
We can begin to fester an atmosphere where. 
Comunity. Tove and trust becone the predomin= 
ant dynamic, where the silence and suspicion 
Gnd conspiratorial politicing are left behind. 

Mcearding to the Eneray Research and Develo 
nent Administration (ERDA), a8 of May 12, 197% 
the US had tested ten nuclear devices under= 
ground this year. china and the Soviet Union 
ave each conducted nuclear tests this year. 
The point we must grasp 1s that nationalistic 
AMlegionce ts not in our best interests, It is 
hot the Chinese or Soviet people we have to 
Fear, rather 1 1 the nuclear power clique in 
esch'of our countries. Tt ts foolhardy to 
tign ourselves With those who possess such 
‘weapons and who tax us by pronoting world! de 
Tensions as a means of Justifying the financial 
burdens they place upon us with jingoistic pas 
tefotic calts and by attempting to whip up fea 
of people of other racial and national back- 
grounds. If we succurb to such ploys and trial 
Bry we witl forever remain. subservient and d1Vs 
{ued with no sense of commonality with al]. th 
other people on the planet. 

The nuclear armed powers are spreading their) 
technotoay to. other countries, supposedly for 
the purpose of increasing the electrical power 


% Qvaltabie to developing countries. Actually, 


fas India proved with its test of @ nuclear 
Weapon -in 1974, spreading such technology. 15 
‘ne sure way of proliferating nuclear veapons. 
Plutontun is 4 woste product of nuclear power: 
energy and is a basic component of nuclear weas 
Sonny, And the conversion of one to the other: 
Fernoé all that atficult. It is estinated 
that sone 22 countries KiiT have the technol~ 
ogy necessary to create nuclear warheads with= 
Sn the next five years. 

Here 15 Minnesota we must realize the nucle 
at power plants at MonticetIo and Prairie Ts- 
Yand create Plutonium wastes in the process 
of providing us with electric energy and that 
the radioactive half-life of Plutonium is 


24,000 years. We mist denand specific explan— 
ations of precisely how radiation wastes are 
going to be stored and safely’ disposed of. 
Since they cannot do so, it ts another rea 
Son we must denand an end to nuclear power as 
well as nucTear weapons. 


Currently, the whole nation is slated to, 
Use nuclear power plant electrical production 
for as much a© S02 of our energy needs by the 
‘year 2000. The Eneray Research and Develop- 
Gent Adnin{stration has allocated sone 50% 
of its budget to further research in the 
field of nuclear fission, with yet another 
Targe Section of its finances to be used 
toward the development of nuclear fusion. 
Therefore, we aust a1so demand that research 
be used td develop alternative sources of 
energy 

TE 18 for reasons such as these that 1 an 
participating in the Continental yolk for Dis- 
Brmavent and Social Justice. 1 hope: that sone 
Of you will give these matters. further consid- 
eration and will walk with us for some por= 
tlon of the Journey, and then return to your 
communities with a sense of urgency to oroa 
ize your friends and nefghbors so that the 
voice of the people can be heard. 


Fon mone ingonnation about jodndug the wath, 
contact East Schuarés 2005 Vincent av n, Mpls: 
(612) 529-3184; ox Steve Naack (812) 371-0518, 


People who work in Jobs involving the hand~ 
Ving of nuclear materials almost double, thetr 
chances of getting cancer. These are the. find: 
‘ngs of & study based on autopsies done on 
workers wha had been enployed at plants manu= 
Facturing plutonium, a nuclear material. |The 
study), conducted by the Public Citizens Health 
Rosearch Group, a Ralph Nader organization 
based in Washington, D.C. showed that among 
workers who died within the last five years, 
one-third had succumbed to cancers This ‘sa 
rate 1.6 tines the national average. Many had 
Gied of leukemia, @ cancer of the bane marron. 
Government agencies that ovn pluton un fac~ 
tories, and private conpantes in the nuclear 
{ndustry have all denied there 4s evidence of 
‘an increased chance of developing cancer anong 
nuclear workers. SUARDIAN 


Teminist 
theatre i 


At the Foot of the Mountain wiTT open RAPED: & 
Woman's Logi At Srechts THE EXCEPTION ANDTHE — 
RULE on duly 3, culminating their summer 
residency at the PiTlsbury-Kaite Cultural Arts 
Center. The play will be performed in 2 nex 
translation trom the German by Miriam Nonasch 
With additions] waterial compiled by Martha 
Boesing and music by Paul Boesing. 


Brecht's incisive morality tale about, a mer 
chant and inis coolie carrier is an outraged 
indicunent against 2 system tn which there are 
the powerful and the powerless and “humanity 

is an exception.” 

Using Susan BrovnniVler's Against, Our WITT 

as a thesis, the six women AE the "Foot of the 
Mountain explores the play as a study of wonen's 
oppression focusing on the intiniidaston of 
Wwonien through rape, man's primary Weapon against 
her through his recorded tine. 

The play will be performed at. 8:00 p.m. on 
Fridays, Saturdays. and Sundays, duly 9 through 
August Tat the PiiYsbury-Waite Cultural Arts 
Center, 728 £. 26th Street, Minneapolis. 
Tickets are $3.00. MAT vouchers are accepted. 
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history cont. 


With eecently relessed resbers and 2 reuifica- 
fon with the 60,090 Treintistas supporters who 
had 1eft five years before, the OWT rerained 
aloof from political ties,with the Socialssts 
‘in gower and Kept the country agitated by 
Series of strikes, 


eee senescence 


own on the Rasblas she passed ne 
fon her way’, weapon cradled in her 
arnenit was but yesterday. Not jus 
for wages now, Ot alone for break 
e're Fighting for @ whole new world, 
a whole new worls, she said.” 

Yugo Dewar 


seo retsnnerermeeeneooampeeeec 


Th duly, 1996 when the mflitary under Franco 
wolted, TE was smal] groups of CHT mexbers 
id Anarchists aided by other leftists [primar- 
‘ily in Catalonfa, Levant and Andalusia] scting 
on thet oun which organized in the early days. 
They immediately set out to form silitias, to 
replace defecting or dismissed police forces, 
armed therselves, and played a decisive role’ 
jn Keeping Fascist forces from gaining control 
fn the northern, western and southern regions 
fF Spain. They ‘organizes local shops keeping 
he Vines of food supplies and other daily ne= 
ess \ties floving. and tn other ways operated 
fn cfties and villages to insure the contin 
‘tion of those day to day processes which en- 
able a Revolution to sustain itself. In all 
fairness 48 must be stated here that a few 
Groups did not act Jn the most productive or 
‘thoughtful sanner, blatantly destroying prop- 
gety and Indtscrininately executing suspected 
Primarily in the industefa} region of Cata- 
lonia uncoltectivized factories and shops soon 
came under socfaltzation, and those that sts11 
retained their owners and bosses, 25 sone id, 
felt the overall shift towards workers* self 
management. The exanple previously cited of 
the collectivized transportation industry In 
Barcelona is typical of the extent this fora 
Of managenent reached during the first year of 
the Revolution. In addition great strides were 
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ace in the telephone services, restoring full 
cosmunications to the Catalonia area three days 
after the July fighting had stopped: in the 
ratlroads which turned thelr repair yards Into 
anafacturing centers producing. anbulances and 
armored vehicles one week after socialtzation; 
on the docks of Sarcelona where longsnoranen 
Tid themselves of racketeers and niddlenen and 
Sealt directly with ships and ship conpainess 
‘in the utilities where equalization of wages 
aTloned sone of them towpass on savings to 
their custoners by reducing rates; in. the tex- 
Lile industry, organizing a quarter of @ mil 
Lion eoriers fcttered Girovehout pains An the 
cotical industry wit to manufacture 
Tenses for use in sl) ftelds and apened 9 od- 
rized optical school; in the health services, 
‘offering to many complete and up-to-date health 
‘care \n the urban and rural areas; and in the 
metal and munitions industries, producing not 
Only war eaterials, Sut conseructing metal fac~ 
tories [four hundred in Barcelona alone) which 
‘turned out needed machinery [striving t9 Sup- 
plerent the boycott Inposed by the western de- 
hecracies].. Yany more exanples in nunerdus 
other industries could be cited.) 


The Structure of the new economy 

was simple: Each factory organi 

{ed a new odninistration manned 

by its ow technical and adninis~ 

‘trative workers. Factories in 

the sane industry tn each, Tocal- 

‘ty organized themselves into the 

Local Federation of their parcic~ ff 

lar industry. "The total of aT 

the Local Federations organized 

thenselves into the Local Econom 

ic Council i winich all the cen= ' 

ters of production and services 

were represented: coordination, 

xchange, sanitation and health, 

culture, ‘transportation, etc, 

Both the Local Federations of 

each industry ond the Local Eco 

homie Councils. vere argenized.re- 

ional ly and nationally into par~ / 

alle] National Federations of In- 

Gustry and Nattonel Economie, Fea 

erations... | 
‘ego Abad de-Santitian 


Th the rural areas the story was sinfler, 
Peasants grouped together and redistributed Jan 
acquired from fleeing Tand owners. In many in- 
Stance: these comunes did away with money 
Tate of exchange substituting Tabor exchang 
ration cards, and Sore ever issued their own 
Vocal currency. Despite these inpresstve re 
ports, it was Secoming evident that by the end 
Bf the sumer of 1936 that the Revolution was 
proceeding pieceneal at best. Furthernore * 
fust be renenberes that concentrated anarch's: 
and anarcho-syndicalist strength lay primarily 
{in the northern and wes ons and 50% 
parts of southern Spain, ‘also be re. 
hhenbered that even in sections of anarchist ine 
Tluence, the CNT forces were a minority of the 
total population. uhile most Republicens were 
anti-Franco this did rot rake them pro-C) 


ed os 
feelings] rather than supportive of CX 
cles, It 1s in this very way that the © 
found itself becoming a part of the Repu 
governments in Catalonia and Madrid 
Tn Barcelona, (NT mIitants had Tee local 
forces to victory over the Fascist assault 
the city. 
elona, Luts Conpanys, reali: 
forces ware a power that had to be reckoned 
with and through a plan of deceit and trickery 
convinced then of the necessity to join the 
Qovernmant. Lest we imagine that naivet 
the sole reason for which the Anarchists. foun: 
thanselves in, of all places, the governs 
we cannot. too ‘often be reminded of their fierce 
detersination to unite with all Republicans in 
an effort to keep Fascist forces from coming 
to power in Spain. To any, this reant fore- 
going their drive for the Revolution and in- 
Ftead turning their attentions towards the war 
effort. Buenaventura Durrsti's, faous phr 
We renounce al} except victory” b 
sunmation of CNT sentinent. 
Leval so aptly put #t, "The vic 
Courritt] sought was the victory over 
Sut unfortunately the all was the Fe 
sel.""12 [accentuation SOL] 
‘The Gvt now found itself a part of a govern- 
ment hich, fron tts outset, was conniving 
do away with then and their influence at their 
irlest opporzunity. Once Conpanys felt he 
fad solidified CNT support behind the govern 
nent {while not all CIT of FAI members susport- 
4 the nove £0 collaborate they nonetheless 


olution 


Poster, of the CNT-FAL 


maintained great solidariey and unity within 
their ranks] he began to gather suport. fron 
mainly fn 
ry aid and in general: sup- 
ever, was on condition, 
and on a condition that Conpanys was willing 
the Communist Party 
possible fron the sup- 
sts benefiting as Tittle 
ondly, to insure thet the 
Both be- 
Tibertar- 


were under threat of expropriation 


- Aso ine 
ternational Comunist party strategy vas for 
Communists to take part in ant 20V- 
eroments in alliance with the bourgegisie. 


Bt) 


With the Socialists and Comnists temorartly 
united, Camanys started chipping aray at OF, 
Strength. (First. he replaces worker silt 
with govertinental o 
arm the workers he couTé ‘0 get to bis 
Teal goel, that of neutralizing their power 
within industries and factories and to turn 
stitutions into state doa 


aah ib 


the goverment now found 
thencelves on 2 cffficule fence to straddle. 
At the same tine [and al] in the nane of unity] 
they were able to put up with, and even en. 
courage. oppressive measures while watching 
hard fought revolutionary geins fatl by the 
wayside. By. the spring of 1937, Conpanys" Soc- 
Jalist/Comunist coalition no Tanger needed the 
support of the ONT or the Ararcnists and began 
their systematic counter-revelution. This Bo- 
gan in Yay when government and conranist troops 
Started breaking up OM held industries in Ber- 
elona. They led off with an armed assault on 
‘the Teleohone conany [CNT controtled since the 
first day of the War] witch lastea for Tour 
days and only ended when m0 OMT government 
‘officials convinced woriérs to lay doun their 
arms. Sy June the assault had spread to the 
agricultural collectives. Starting in Aragon, 
‘ros Were confiscated, destroved or Teft rat 
ing in the fields and young fare workers were 
rounded up for front line military duty. 

‘Sy nid-sumer the Cl-FAr had Sequn 20 Tose 
their strength as revolutionary organizations 
Wile their menbership rensined Aigh, tao x1 
Von and one hundred ané fifty thousénd respec 
tively.y3 their organizations were continually 
sapped bj the courter-revolutionsry forces. 

The Russians, who hed entered the war and gate: 
ed favor with the Socielists, led massive prop 
agandist attacks on anything leaning towards 
Anarchist philosophy or organization. In spite 
Of these odds the Tibertarian movenant. in Spain 
Was still strong. Agein retuming to Sastan 
Level, he writes. 
Sam orator could stancede 2 pen 
‘to accepting collaboration with the 
state, but after thinking 4 over the 
Tank and File CNT and FAI cesbers would 
teatfirm their deeply felt convictions 
and continue to work for the Revolution. 
‘These militants tere able to advinister 
2 collective, work on the land, use a 
hamer, or guide 2 local assersly or 
syndicdte with their sensible ideas on 
Bow to solve practical prabless."yq 


=} By atterpting to ais-\\l the years its nenbers 


Since the day that Franco's forces browse 
fhe er ap end in 298, Oe OI as rmatce 
ef-an r)lega! underground organtzation. Over 
see re and leaders have been 
Founded up and inprisonas, often tines ‘ecing 
harsh penalties and conditions or executed. 
Jee ‘thorn in the sige stiil evfets today ane 
Ye struggling £0 nate {te coneback a nore vis 
aie one. 


Se ee ee ee 


“They t10 were storing heaven--do you 
think they fought in vain; that be- 
cause they lost a bactle they would 
never rise again; that the nan With 
‘the leaflets, the woman with a gun, 
did not have's dauchter, did not 
have a son?" 


Hugo Dewar 
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LETTERS 


* 


Dear Comrades, 


te are very happy to.te11 you that each 45 
Me are very pablvcation, soit of Liberty, 1s 
Be ot Your ue coma eave teen thing 
Yeloff around our neck of the woods with 
Sriget“F have even gotten out of ty goner- 
Sh Tetharay about answering Tetters. 


Fron our way of thinking the letter of 
kathy E. Ferguson misses the point about, an- 
archist deas concerning human nature. | Sa~ 
Kunin thought that we all had a Tittle bie 
of "the devil in us" and therefore he wanted 
power to be divided up in so many parts a5 
Jould be comensurate with the greatest pos- 
Sable anoune of freedon for the inéividval 
nd for communal Tiving. One is impossible 
Without the other. Bakunin thought that pow 
Gr shauld be shared--divided up by many 
groups which would then voluntarily get to- 
Aether--tederate--for common needs. Tn such 
gh organization of society, man woulé ot, 
Teast be able to cope with the evils in s0- 
Glety even though he would not be abTe to 
eliminate then entirely. 


The Mussian MIR, (village). idea)tzed by many 
fegicals, was analyzed by Bakunin with cold 
and realistic eves, as minature autocratic 
States, made up of male-dominated fant lies. 
The drunken NUJIK, (peasant), the dictator— 
Tel father and head of the family, could be 
ought off with a bottle of vodka. How 

could it be otherwise in e despotic Crarist 
male set-up?? The Russtan-left tdea)ized 

the MWIk as the savior of bis society. But 
Bakunin saw him as 2 victim and o product of 
the despotic, exploitive society. UnTess: 

tho MUITK {5 radicalized and moved by a sense. 
of Injustice, the social revolution ‘s far off. 
Even though there nay be desperate uprisings 
‘often ending in terrible feelings of despon- 
Geney and hopetessness.. 


ropotkin pointed out that although the law of 
tooth and clav-="suryival of the fittest" 


* 


existe in society, mutual aid (cooperation) 1s 
150 a great factor for survival. Tt exists 
throughaut all of noture. Darwin also observed 
thts factor of mutual aid even though he could 
not transcend his middle-class, English psychol- 
gy and found an apology for the crimes of the 
English industrialists in the law of tooth and 
claw. Signund Freud found that even among one- 
Eelled animals there was a clumping together of 
Sndividuals fron which the colony and the indi~ 
vidual was. strengthened. 


Anarchists accept their animal origins and try 
to understand what is our basic nature; what 1s 
pecessary for survival. Mutual aid cones with 
Vite itself. Throughout the history of life on 
this planet, Tife has been an adjustment of the 
physteal body far survival to. the surroundings 
Of the individual and of his species. the evo- 
lution of nis societies were for greater effi- 
clency toward that end. Kropotkin's observa 
Fins have been corroberated by a great number 
of anthropologists and aninal behaviorists 
Quite inependently of Ain, As in the natural 
Dhysical world there is also 2 natural evolution 
Of society. Our ethics and our culture has not 
cone fron a preordained prescription fron on 
high. Et has, through trial and error, come 
Tron the necessity for survival, 


Fortunately for the human being, his behavior 
in his soclety, 1s not let us say, like the be- 
havior of the insects in thetr mechanistic s0~ 
Ciety, 50 interestingly described by the French 
haturélist, dean Henry Fabre. The insect, if he 
is disturbed in his rigid course of action, in 
the cycle of hs! behavior in his society by ex- 
ternal factors, has no.control of events. He 
cannot go beyond negative or positive preordatn= 
fed reactions. 


fut given the brain of the human being, his use 
Of the thund, his Voice box, his upright pos 
ture, his ability to say yes or no, the hunan 
being has the capacity to change events within 


2 


{ 
ij 


cat ve nave. tn anaretbst REY seers 
Wat pany eevee ecessTe (176 et 
1s. Ghehoy torical process MEPL tet 
wee) Taye ete, )_ and creat hit ey sJop- 
foods Sra g personality, of # J8eeTS 
ent OF dey, are, Tetersturerses ate 


Tepperanental yf SumPGREy 1 am a creative 
Terres "Strong betvever tn, tre Shsolute oneness 
ae a eynaual.Als0 tHe UOLPEOnse, 35 

of he Mop ane tocolity, 10 HAE corten Tan 
Lsatdryocatist, knowing: 28 exper tence’ 

2050 8 1ee* te iomense difference cei tudes 
travel J" cnscagoans 204 Maren 
hetauenvss cefves, concrete explanation: 
Hed subtle. (ntuttive seep, that two tHINOS 
Just tor reafons are Sot the sty tis 


iis oman gamut. THE anc Shs Porte possible tet Mex AF nee's fuiminations 
iis human Somer enttste tn te 18S fy din Sule Re mam Que OPN aie netusing 
Wig 1 ans thon, tone Le fo af acote g  SBarcntats, end ted them 19 Pt undue stress of 
oy, Generar ne survival &f Me Mcntral fand—_necessity- 


yt ey general, gnere MEE ft ijeconcral za 
or Wife sation and heft. concn pehies== 
on, fee according, to Ais RATS 

“Ere EME ts need.” (Rithowt 4 principle 
cording Cheselves off tne face of 6% earth: 


prespecesetty cannot be 'GNeCed ATG We are 
But mecereperngss we aT have te Tat Sleep, and 
alt ties regardiess of ag: Sets hetghe, naeion= 
breathe Tegion, oF anyening Crees This 15 
Butt "tp alt out the very nose { gnarant- 


re ate of the anarchist 18 on rae ase. saponins we.comn 

The oven aoctety hen Deore rare freedom te Roanereneery seo 

} factors tual aid 12, ORC he ieee Ha “Wigan an amiss et Da 

ation For ety tur eee Ne tet nat Tatung Ar te a t Hyemun cones Int 

2 Moe ney he 0e[8 ng tanh 8 nF Oe ahh Sparadoxt cal pel tet of HN® 
aide se dtselt on dusttce * 5 beng sural 1aws of HIStory 


tha The state 1s dooaed to die by ie jnevit- 
that eral, laws of NYstOry BE MOE if we 
gole, suture) loon, the overenrn oF = 


‘yours for a better worldy 


esther J. Dolgof 


stew York 


jnarchist Comrades» 


pernaps 1t 1e-3 necessity. 12 DANE INN, hard 
pernags i Seven more netvideeli tte 
headetes oeevig son 1 Slay Cone 


sagem pumegcmaratie tha eho ty 
No. 3), but reading ‘the latter's: “Comments * 


No 3) Bsener mings was very Interest 
Sha to ne. 4 ey chicago vayne Shaw 


22 


letterS,cont. 


esr Editors 
BE eergusan’s Tettar interested 02 P04 
rasa rence to existentialism and 


ninus its angst, and TIEER™ 
fone of its expen 

wetainly 2 useful 

Further 


However 1 
‘that Ms. Ferg 
Tn stiener’= 
and occes onal 

tion." If Mt 
arent 

and co] 
associ 
provably #3 
Tome cogent 


London 


was Toaned me 

‘Thave read Just 

‘and frankly T 
in the 


ew Society. We have & 
ee for sure, DUE We 
developed 3 Tot of 
iy in -group process. (con= 
personal sharing. 
fete.) and direct 
action. 
2f you can I would Vike to be sent your, 
Tacsierter in exchange for cor newsTetters 


Dandelion and also send me the newsletter 
FE the sane address. 
In struggle with love and peaches, 


Scott Burgwin 
NS Cutreach Collective 


Jo the folks at Soil of Liberty 
V.2 #2. He es- 
"ules of the 
‘We woutd 


don't obsect- 
fsuthor's mane, 
Rany_conopers in the Boston 
Tiveiy aware of the C.0. sag 
Uyely ur to occur here, disguising itself 
Ces tural developnent--giganttsm and bur 
35 Materia the rame of efficiency and the 
class struggle. -- 

Mike Murshy 
Boston for &C 


No ebjection to reprinting that ations. AL 


we eesesent cine, kacever, the aushonls) ste 
cee atoog and unknnm te abl concerned. 


C.NT. Today, cont. 


The NT in Spain 4s now propagandizing 
agalost all areas of gopresston: the subjua 
euler wonen ina ‘nacho’ society, the svbOrd- 
Figtion of young people to ruling value struc. 
seat ne repression of ethnic minorities. and 
thrPEzrugat of a federalist solution, and the 
ieecroction of the Soanish ecology to rapid 
industrialization.” (Freedom 2/7/76) 

Addenda: Nonviolent activists nave also been 
seesre in Spain, struggling against Spanish 
siittarisn by thing to get conscientious ob- 
Jector seatus recognized Sy the Svanish govern 
sort” There has beer no success so far and 


any are prison fr cet military ser= 
vice. 


ain 3/11/76). For sore information, 
Uintacti— Spanish Hon-violent: Support Com- 
Serta toni uadalune Trail Mi, Albuquerque 
it a07 
Me gook fosmid to Augastin Souchy's aanival 
so That ae can get more up-to-date Reports OF 
[ssat 8 hacpening 4n Spit. 


Souci grgaRePay in France, and later traveled exten 
sively throughout Latin Anerica, Israel, 


ugusein Soueny 4s German anorchos ‘keg, to study ob Frat hang eaftect- 
ee ee oe {esifon an eeoperative ovens 
the German syndicalist union to the semi-developed countries, 
Ehegrate er the eu international ot 
ede: Osane th esc TOEh. ewes souciy's rae 
Se of the founders and Sweretary 
Re stareherayndin ae Ineertaonm) BEI) ooo evar Mga 
| rc ngrents pesocitiey oraenias in a ae 
Serine tare, to nich the CH woe suy #3 ee 
airitiated. fon 1912 to the and oF Buy Bec Mae 
the Clvit ary Souths was in cngeant RR veg 
tauck with the Sounteh revolutionary SHY Sone 222 Nee eans 


iovenent During the #hole duration 
Of the Civil War he remained in Spain, 
in charge of international propaganda, 


i He wrote hundreds of articles in the Diego de SanttTan, a leading 

i Spanish anarchist. press. Souchy ob monber of the CHT 15. the thirties 
served and Vived inmany of the col ec= was also to have cone to this coun 
tives and 1s an outstanding authority Sy Ravana neue Ne, could WoRraee 

i fon 011 phases of the Spanish anarchist a Visa since he refuses to sign a 

? hnovenent, He eft Soain only a. few Statement saying he would not ad- 
hours before Barcelona was occupied orate the overthrow of the Spanish 

if by the Franco troops. With the coming government. 


of World War IT. he lived as a refugee 

i —EE ads 
f Soil Of Liberty 

P.0.Box 3840 

Loring Stetion 

| Mpa, Mn. 55403 


a ES 


‘There were sone 35-40 people at the picnic 
Soi] of Literty sponsored on June 6th. We talked 
about the Midwest Anarchist Conference and about 
SRAF, The potluck was good as were frisbee and 
volleyball. We raised §28 at. the pfonic and have 
| taken fn about $85 since the last tissue. Keep 
those cards and Tetters comin’, friends and neighbors. 

Subscriptions are $3 - $4°a year. 

Haymarket Press is again donating the printing 
Tabor for this issue. 


Fat 


